Haemophilus influenzae type b is a leading cause of bacterial meningitis in children in the United Kingdom.' It causes epiglottitis and less commonly may present as cellulitis, septic arthritis, pneumonia, empyema, or pericarditis.2 3 Vaccines for H influenzae type b that are protective in infancy are now at an advanced stage of development.
No comprehensive data exist for the United Kingdom from which reliable estimates of incidence, mortality, and morbidity can be made for these diseases. A survey in an inner city area of Birmingham from 1973-84 estimated the incidence of severe H influenzae infection to be at least one in 950 children,4 which is equivalent to an annual incidence of 21/100 000 children aged less than 5 
